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The PGA constitutes an important and an autonomous space for dialogue and debates, in which co-exist-
points of divergence, but also and foremost points of convergence. Associations, trade-unions and
social movements met for two days in order to make a critical evaluation of the governments-led
GFMD process (Global Forum on Migration and Development) and to lobby States, for them to
establish migration and development policies based on human rightsand in compliance with

International Conventions.

This heterogeneity and diversity of the Civil society is a real strength and asset to advocate for the

rights of migrants and to bring forward the work on migration.

This 2018 PGA edition held in Marrakech, on December 8th and 9th, took a particular turn this year
as it coincided with the Adoption of the Global Compact for, so called, “Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration”. This raised a number of debates among PGA civil society members sharing sometimes

very different points of view.

Let us recall the general context in which the Compact was discussed and adopted. First of all, around
ten countries categorically rejected the Compact, often fed by populist movements that use a nationalist
and xenophobic rhetoric. Those see in this Pact, an infringement to their sovereignty. These States,
such as Poland, Italy, Hungary, Austria, the Czech Republic, the United States, Australia, Israel, etc.,
are hostile to welcome migrants and / or refugees and consider them as a danger for the security

of their country. They see through the Compact agreement their very restrictive national policy being

challenged.




Migrants’ rights as rights for all
Gender and Migration

Social cohesion and belonging
Migration and Development
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Migration and climate change

They covered the majority of the world’s
regions: Africa, Americas, Asia, Middle East
and Europe

SOME CONCLUSIONS

Some conclusions were highlighted by the
participants during the thematic workshops:

In one of the workshops, the idea that “migrants
are in danger but not dangerous”was
mentioned. Statescontinue to militariseand
to externalise their borders, endangering
migrants’ life: thousands of lives were lost
in the Mediterranean Sea, in the deserts of
America and Africa as well as in the Mexico-
US corridor. The Honduran caravan is one of
the most recent example of it.

States are deploying policies of refoule-
ment, border closures,detention, mass ex-
pulsions, serious human rights violations,
affecting more severely women and chil-
dren, and sometimes even creating un-
acceptable situations such as slavery in Libya
and workers " exploitation.

The legitimization of detention and deten-
tion centres, the criminalization of mobility
put migrant people at risk as well as those
who help them .

Populist and extremist movements, which
today are expanding all over Europe and in
the United States, stigmatize migrants and
tend to exacerbate xenophobia and racism
through media or within their political
discourse. These movements have a negative
impact on migrants who are then ostracized,
becoming scapegoats and victims of daily
violence.

Migration factors have taken various forms:
economic and social factors such as lack of
work, economic inequalities, social crises, poor
governance, civil wars and more and more
climate migration, that will affect mostly the

poorest countries on the African and Asian
continents. The so-called “refugee crisis”,
which is in reality a “crisis of solidarity” and
a “crisis of democracy”, recently grew in a
strong way.

As recalled in the workshop “Gender and
migration”, women are more exposed to
dangers than men with physical and sexual
violence during their journey, exploitation at
work, trafficking, health problems ...
Tensions are high on the issue of war refu-
gees and climate refugees. Many examples
were brought during workshops, including
Rohingyas from Bangladesh; the Hondu-
rans’ caravan to the US through Mexico,
Syrians towards Europe but more massively
towards neighbouring countries (Lebanon,
Turkey, Jordan); or the Palestinian refugee
problem.

The label “Sanctuary cities” was approved
during the PGA.

A concrete and important proposal was ap-
proved during the final plenary session in
that regard. It is framed within a general
recommendation in which it was reminded
that the areas of intervention are important
at all levels, from local to global. Thus, ad-
vocating for the internationalisation of these
“Sanctuary cities” in Southern countries
represents an innovative action. This label
“Sanctuary cities” demonstrates that it is
possible to propose human and solidari-
ty centred solutions and alternatives to the
“welcoming crisis” of migrants, refugees
and asylum seekers.
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SOME RECOMMENDATIONS

Three strong recommendations were highlighted

in the regional workshops:

e Freedom of movementand eliminating exist-
ing visa between African countries, along with
local, regional and national actions to com-
bat conflicts, economic crises, exploitation by
multinationals, corruption and environmental
issues. The workshop on Africa region draw
attention on the Compact being more favoura-
ble towards the countries of the North than the
South, marginalizing and stigmatizing African
countries. It has been suggested to make use
of African countries’ existing instruments en-
hancing a South-South cooperation.

e During the American regional workshop, it
was recommended to work on a temporary
protection status, that would include consular
support for those who lost their status in the

The Global Compact on Migration took an im-
portant space during the debates,both in the
plenary sessions and the workshops. It illus-
trates the importance that an international
framework for the protection and regulation of
migration should have. It also represents our
diversity within the PGA, similar to the current
civil society gathered in Marrakech: a commi-
tted civil society ready to exchange and debate
despite divergent points of view.

Indeed, the Compact inspires diverse and oppo-
sed reactions.

Two schools of thoughts seem to emerge from
this PGA debates:

e Some participants believe that the Compact
is a minimum protection tool that provides a
basic framework on Migration. It could ne-
vertheless grant minimum protection to mi-
grants and workers. It is a “Soft Compact”
as it was often referred to during the plenary
session. Civil society will always be able to
review and to re-negotiate the Compact with
the States.
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US, mainly people from Central America and
Haiti. The problem of stateless people was
also addressed.

Within the Euro-Mediterranean workshop, it
has been pointed out that beyond the forces of
hatred and rejection of “the other” emerging
and getting into power, we also witness the
development of all forms of solidarity toward
migrants in Europe. This capital of solidarity
must be valued within an open approach that
challenges the security centred views in order
to reach a real Euro-Mediterranean pact that
will involve both Northern and Southern coun-
tries. Several campaigns were proposed at
regional level, including a regularisation cam-
paign, a boycott of companies that support
xenophobic parties and one against North-
South mobility agreements.

Others, reject the Compact. They denoun-
ce the Compact on migration which they
consider an agreement more security than
protection centred, with a clear lack of am-
bition to guarantee a real protection of the
Human Rights of migrants and their dignity.
They also denounce a Compact that legiti-
mises detention centres, including for chil-
dren; that marginalises a certain number of
Conventions, such as the International Con-
vention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of their
Families; that reinforces the exchange of
biometric data and that furthermore is not
binding.

However, beyond these differences, there is
unanimity around the need to adopt a legal
and political framework on migration, which
would consolidate the International human
rights reference framework. While basing it
on the International Convention on the Pro-
tection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of their Families, it would
strengthen the Convention and enlarge it



towards the defence of the human rights of
migrants which are rights for all.

Beyond the Compact, the 2018 PGA in Ma-
rrakech, has been a key space for intense
debates, rich exchanges, confrontation of
diverse points of view as well as to confirm
our struggles to access rights for all and re-

Today, our common objectives lead us to think
better and structure our struggles for:

e a legal framework that puts an end to the
war on migration

e a Global Compact that protects the dignity
and human rights of migrants

e equality men-women, and the inclusion of
the gender dimension of migration in coun-
tries of origin, transit, destination and return

e free movement and installation for everyone

e the dignity and respect of migrants’ rights,
in parallel with social justice and climate
justice.

e democracy: equal rights for migrants that
are more broadly included in the rights for
all.

e areal sustainable, equitable and fair devel-
opment that ensures the citizens” well-be-

ing.

The PGA is going to monitor closely future mi-
gration policies. We propose that December
18th, the day for Migrant’s rights and March
21st, the International Day against Racism and
Discriminations are dedicated to common and
joint actions, citizen mobilisation and solidarity.

Few proposals raised during the debates have

led to concrete proposals of actions:

e local, national, continental and global cam-
paigns for the protection of the rights and
dignity of migrants, for the respect and the
improvement of international conventions.

e campaigns for a global Compact which pro-
tects the rights of migrants, against racism,
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sistances against inequalities in the world.
The time has come! A time for sharing, a
time for dialogue, a time for solidarity. Wi-
thin this space of exchange, participants
committed to support the struggle of victims
of exclusion, expulsion, violence, exploita-
tion, discrimination and xenophobia.

discrimination, exclusion and xenophobia,
and for their comprehensive integration.

e Development at national level of campaigns
for “Sanctuary cities”. The adoption of the
motion for “Sanctuary cities” is a concrete
example of what we want to see widely
achieved.

e A call was unanimously and strongly reiter-
ated: Let's get mobilized and act together
to defend the human rights of migrants and
refugees and let's strengthen transnational
struggles and solidarity.

The PGA Marrakech was not a simple discus-
sion nor a political utopia for civil society but a
space that we want more ambitious in terms of
objectives for the protection of migrants. It is
neither an outcome nor an end in itself! But a
step towards a fairer, more equal and dignified
world for migrants.

Comité local Maghrébin
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